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A Blackpool digital and cloud
computing specialist got some

worldwide exposure last
month a the g4th Blackpool
Dance Festival.

Asthe ballroom and Latin
dancers were getting ready
to take part in the first day of

Starbucks UK has slumped
to an annual loss for the first
time since 2013, after it was
weighed down by costincreas-
es and store closures.

However, the coffee chain
sawitstaxbillfortheyearrise
despite posting theloss.

The firm’s taxes have
come under significant scru-
tiny in recent years after it
was revealed in 2012 that the
business paid only £8.6m in
corporation tax over ai4-year
period.

In2018, Starbucks UK Cof-

fee Company saw its corpora-
tion tax bill rise by 22.9 per
cent to £4m.

The UK arm plunged to a
pre-tax loss of £17.2m for the
yearto September 2018, down
from a £4.5m profitinthe pre-
viousyear.

It said it made the loss af-
ter it was impacted by “very
challenging” high street trad-
ing conditions and “generally
low” consumer confidence.

Profitability wasalso dent-
ed after a sharp rise in costs

last year.
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